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CENTRAL 3NTELLIGENCE AGE1NCY
251 October 1973

INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM

4IDDLM EAST

Situation' Report Number 79
(as' of, 1130U EDT) -

THE MILI'ARX SITUATION -

GENERAL

(All times 'ited in military paragraphs are
Cairo/Tel Aviv time, unless otherwise specified.)

- I. Boti Uhe Syrian and Eyptian fronts were gen-
erally quiet through the morning. An Israeli spokes-
mari reported "sporadic, unorganized fighting by en-
circled Egyptian:troops on the east bank," but said most
of the soutbern anti all of the no ithern canal front were

quiet. Cairn accused Israel of using "guided missiles

an d napalm" against the oil ort of Suaz t.his morning.

25X1

SOVIET MILITARY ACTIVTY

2, No Sovi(t reaction to reports of US military
alerts .has been noted. vi -
erailyX r nains norm}l. 25xi
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Surveil.lance by Soviet naval -units continues.
The bulk of the Soviet naval forces in the M4editerranean
remnain in .the Crete area and there have been no major
changes in their .ddsposition during the past 24 hours.

SOVIET AIRLIFT

6.* The Sovit airlift to the kiddle astL appoara
to be picking up again. Of the 11 AN-22 transports
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sch'edue r Cairoy todny only six have landed. 25Xi

In addition, an IL--18.
IP Lrans rt departed Mosscow 25X1

EGYPTIA 1 FRONT-

7. The, only fighting reported this morning is in
the Vi cinity of Suo4 where Cairo clanued Israeli forces
were attacking tho- city with Lanks and artillery at noon.
Earlicr press reporta from Cairo described the front as 25x1
quiet. ,Tel Aviv, limLis that Egyptian forces have vio-
lated- the cease-fire at several -points in the -southern
.sc tor includin gth area near Suez.

An: Isaali spokesman characterized the
fighting as sporadid, unorganized, and limited' to the
east .bank of the: southern sector. He claimed most. of . 25X1
the southern, front and all of the 'northern front re-
mained quiet -

10.. A~n .si-di military spokesman claimcd Egyptian
forces in the sothern sector violated the cease-fire
at least four times Iduring the night'. At 0245Z, ha said,

. .,Eypti.an forces fired from the east to the west bank at .
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the rauthern tip of the Great Bittr Lake and wounded-
15 Israeli soldiers .; Abouit -one hour lator.,- he said,.-

Egyptian.socldiers webe seern crossinJ from the west to
east banks iii the same area, *-Betven 0700 and 0824,
Ergyptian forces on thc east bank reportedly fired at

25X1 Israeli posit ions on- the west bank in the vicinity of
Suez City and near the southern -end o_ _the LratB
Lake .-

SYRIAN FRO'U

11. The Syrian, front continutas quiet with no re-

ports- of ground activity. Israel is maintaining a mod-
erate level 69 air activity over the front with shallow
penetrations iof southerin Lebanon. The flights appear to

25X1 be defensive patrols;, however .

12., the-f-11o-
ing information -on Syrian air force and army losses as
of 19 October. . .he combined Syrian/Iraqi aircraft losses 25X1
totaled more thari 27!0 including helicopters- In addi-
tion, 11 of the 12 Xgyptian MICG aircraft stationed -in
Syria also were destroyed. * The ~air force suffered many
casulaties including pilot - traineces who engaged in air
strikes along the Golan .Hoights .
the Syrian army lost 1,100 tanks by' 19 October. This tol al
is somewhat ligher than US estimeat'es
by 11 October, SfriaX had depleted. its stock of surface- 25X1
to-ai-r missiles and :by 19 October .Syria had only a 'few.
operational SA4 lungchers. If this report is true, the
Sovie.s resupplied -the Syrian SAM4 :stocks because Israeli
aircraft havo been desLroyed by Syrian air defenses since.

25X1 19 Oct.obor.

13. Iraqi "re-
25X1 conaissanc- forces" have crossed into Jordan and are

mingling with the local Bedouin tribes. Th-
the .Traqi fo'ces in 'thisa

25X1 - _4.
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N~ITED NATION'S

6. The UN Security Council is meeting at this hour
to debate the non-aligned resolution calling for a crea-
tion of a UN emergency peacekeeping force and an enlarged
observer force for the Middle East. The sponsors hope
for a- vote today. the USUN mission, however, points out
that the ambiguous nature of some of the key operational
portions of the resolution raises serious questions re-
gardless -its- implementation. While the implementation-
would strain the facilities of the UN Secretariat, it

- would enlarge promptly the observer 'teams; Finland and
Denmark have offered to provide additional officers.

17. :Meanwhile, UN truce supervision teams continue
their deployment on the battlefront. Accqrding to an
Israeli press report in Egypt six teams have taken up
positions, five more are on their way to their positions,
and, the remaining two have not yet been dispatched. In
Syria, this press report says, three observer teams have
left Darascus for the front and three from the Israeli.
side are preparing to depart.

BREZUNEV SPEE3CU

18. Press reports that Soviet party chief Brezhnev
has "canceled" a "scheduled" speech at the opening session
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of the World Peace Conference overstate .-the case. There
is no firm evidence that B'ethnev was sciednled to ad- "
dress the conference, and Radio Moscow routinely reported
the opening and closing of .the'" esision. The president
of the council noted only that Brezhnev .had been "invited"
to speak and that it was hoped he would do so "when it is
possible. -

LATE ITEMS

18. The chief of Israeli military intelligence,
General Zeira, claimed today that the Egyptian Third Army
is totally isolated on the east bank between the Great
Bitter Lake and Suez City. He reported that the force
consists of about 30,000 men and 200 tanks fronthe 7th,
19th, and remnants of the 6th infantry divisions. He ad-
mitted that the easternmost positions of the Third Army
were at least 9 to 12 miles from the canal. Zeira said
Israeli forces had located and cut water pipelries cross-
ing the canal and claimed that the Third Army was short
of fuel, ammunition, water, and food.

19. General Zeira reported that the city of Suez
is totally surrounded and Israeli forces control all
the. supply lines to the city and to the Third Army. The.
Israeli navy is patrolling the northern Gulf, of Suezto..

. complete the blockade of the Third Army by sea. Zeira
added that any aircraft or helicopters la'nding .or taking
off from the Third Army area would be' shot down.

IRAQ-USSR

20. Three MI-6 helicopters flew from the USSR via
Turkey to Baghdad on 24 October. These helicopters, as
well as one that flew in and two that arrived by sea last
month, were probably ordered by Baghdad under a $13.5
million agreement signed in 1972. The .MI-6, which is
the world's largest operational helicopter, will 'increase
the mobility of Iraqi ground forces.
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